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SI\C!' tht' Herman* tirst devastated Bel-
v:i'iit- w.ird kultur'* lias become. in

ihe abstract. synonym l<"" frightfulness.
Now. howvv. . institution 01 learning,
charm v i' spread oi knltur in the
speeit'r .. iuis stamped with i's solemn,
acsden.a- pproval ihe blackest individual act
that <;. rnian authority has conuuitted. The
University of Mucnster has conferred the
degree of di>< ¦' of laws irony of irony on
Uencral vet. i'.is-ing. The executioner of iMith
t'avell.
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i air Warning lo Italy

rii.V! turdy old warrior. Field Murshal
v Iiiudenhiirg. declares "this war must

not end ui'iuuit three principal sinners |
(ire.it Britain. Italy and Serbia receiving
ins! punishment." This stateniMit ought to

insp i** lar:: eiitlin iasni in Italy, which never jhas declared war against Uermany. and until
very lii'i lv s> < i:ied <l< terminer to conduce
hos^ililie- trictly uii its own account and
with Hi- si11 linmen; of a favorable separate
pe«t' :!i Austria-llun-ar} as its principal,
it" t ii -olc. ¦liject i v.

Iiir." iut- waked now frmn t'nat peculiarly
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.,ii-s ;n\.>'.ve<: iv.f x* ricii bly with those of
11;i;\ 'ii. . V"- Hindenburp's amiable
t : .: is'-n .: . der-rar.dii;}:
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wed it is ho? necessary to accept the whole
*-.ved of the cugeuists to believe fervently
that the union of the unrtt Should be ills-
>'1 .;f.*se»i ui aIi feasible and proper wuvs.
Suri i> th«* law should not teiupt immaturity
10 assume obligations beyond its capacity to
< ni.iVt Surely, also, there should be ado-

punishment for those who thoughtlessly
v>i dohl>«:atcl> set aside the wise safeguaids
the has erected
. P.>s aiu: uirls get married sometimes with
about little consideration as is devoted to
the purchase of half a pound of tea. Some '
of these unions are successful, it is true, hut
most are foredoomed to failure. Instead 01
the marriage being a community asset, as it i
should be. i: becomes a community liability. I
lis goal is the divorce court, with uuhappi-

r;r,g police court bickerings and
defective children scattered along the way.

The current month will have a number of t

unusual incidents for the almanac-makers of
the New York World. Hrooklyu Kagle and
Tr i une and the Chicago News. For instance: !
I'wo t'.ertn.iti officials found guilty and sen-
tenet i to a Federal prison. Kecail of l?oy-Kd
and v,ui Pa pen Sailing of the Ford Ark. .

Congress and the President s marriage. Thou,
of eot:r>t. Christmas

" Vineriea for Americans"

ONK high purpose, at once ideal and in¬
spiration. animates President Wilson's

tirs- address to the Sixty-fourth Congress,
"All Aunrica for Americans and all Ameri¬
cans for America!" perhaps expresses it He
declares for partnership w-jtli the enlightened
and progressive nations of the South in up¬
holding the .Monroe Doctrine: tor larger pre-*
paredncss on our own part to make effective
our championship of this and the other essen¬
tials of ire- if.st«tutions on this hemisphc :
for more unsparing scorn and ostracism tor
thos who have sought, or may hereafter
seek. to pour "the poison of disloyalty into I
the .tileries of our national life." I
On this platform every patriotic ei;:::en i.ui

stand 1' is no narrow- or hidebound Ameri¬
canism. mark you. for which the President Jpleads. It has no limit of race or ereed. It
erects no gate that men born under foreign
rlags, but with the spirit of America in their
hear's. may not pass. Its anathemas are re¬
served for those who "turn in malign reaction
against the government and people who had
welcomed and nurtured them and seek to
make this proud country once more a hotbed
of Kuropean passion" and for those native to
the soil who yet "have so forgotten them¬
selves and their honor as citizens as to put
their passionate sympathy with one or the
other side in the great European conflict
above their regard for the peace and dignity
ot the United States."

True Americanism, as the President has
pointed out oil an earlier occasion, is a matter
rather of the spirit than of nativity. it
appeals to all those who see in this country's
history and tradition an unyielding protest
against every form of tyranny and the great-
est experiment in free government the world
has known. That spirit has found some of
its ilne.st expression in the speech of foreign-
bom citizens and some of its most notable
exemplifications in their lives. To all who
believe in her principles and would share her
aspiration.-. America holds out her arms, but
the time has come when her hospitable shores
no longer may be utilized to shelter con-
spiracies against her happiness and her peace.

To this policy to which restraint lends an
added emphasis, everything els*- in the Presi¬
dent's address is subsidiary. There must be

il'< r an i frank-r understanding with the
nations of South America, to the end that
they may take '.;p tli^;r share of the burden
of preserving th.-ir independence. The young
men of this country must give part of their
youth to the country's service, and the em¬
ployers nf these young men must facilitate
and i'-.-son the sacrifice. All of us must be ar, jin increased burdens of taxation, our share
of the cost of preparedness against attack.
Our merchant marine mils' be re-established,
that our peaceful commerce may rest no
longer at the mercy of foreign jealousies or
foreign passions. our industrial establish¬
ments. our great railroads and factories, our
wealth of mine and farm, must be surveyed.
so that in the hour of national peril they also
may be mobilized in the* national defense

How war chances customs, even laws!
Here is Sir John Simon. Home Secretary for
(jreat Britain, reading the riot act to the
Loidon Times, intimating that it Lord North- i
clift'e does not stop criticizing the govern-
n.--:.-. the Times maj he suppressed. Some
y. ar. ago the Tim';.-: might almost have jthreatened to suppress the government

Anii.|»«-«*.] Ordinance

S<» many modifications and amendments are
necej-sary before' the antispei-d ordinance

of the city can be mad'- practically effective
that it is to be hoped the Ordinance Commit-
tee. to which the question again has been
referred, will devote sufficient time and atten-
' ion to its study.

A* pointed out by The Tiines-lJispatch. the
ordinance recently offered was altogether in¬
adequate to meet conditions: in tact, even
casual -t.udy of its provisions speedily forced
a reductio ad absurdum. After all. Council
li'-'.i oi iy supply a plan that will compel the
inaction of ,i punishment that will tit th»
otft.-ns' in.-: lead of the present method of
a '.ni: the maximum fine for every triflingviolation, to insure a sane and reasonable
' :iforc<-ni<Mj. o! laws enacted lor the "safety of
the put ic

\fier uch an ordinance ha:-; been framed
and put into effect, council may foe induced '
t" lindi -r.-tand the i v for an or-llnancA

i ]; yce-ure the public, as far so- possible.
'rom tin- danger of totally inexperienced auto-
mobile operators.

" Socialists in the Iteichht.ag w j j | \,t.
glv^h permission to start the peace bail

.v.-ard the goal to morrow 'Hie ';<-rman
pr< will be allowed to throw the rejri! over
the dashboard and say what it pleaie- on the

tion of a cessation of ho- i;tJ«- and the jKa,-e, him -jf .ja> turn Ioohc the dove from
a prayer rug in < one a n' inopb 'fro-.«. are
-otne tl.e promise* >,,r remainder of the
w-en It will be an i. wful .--.am on the cap-
.am and the crew of t.-.e » ,L,.y arrive |'.'<> l«»t. for 'he daiic*

'»dniitf that »:#,!.-j,» /.now any-h \.v about politi< v H'- :? . //,ow any-,-boi|' the !'hi::pj:;r.e> «-'.>, <-r until he
<> 11wl - rd w r )i . < i. j e .. i ., (<» '/ a / r itjon.

jli 'he irgirji* t>p<- o' chivalry prevails In
a.'-i itigtoii tf,ere v ii; >,i i ,, nair pulling or
'» 1 '' ''' 'ooMia if, ( ofigrens ijfi'll

"ttci rjji vlayftow«:r treacle moo'i 1* over

ih< -'jir r' mafc/;ot of 'he 11
Mow i «.n,e i» jit» i r. tjf takter has j1 - ho\ c<| i ii<. i,; of/ i'f, per' h?'

TO 11AIIRV OMIOHN.

To you who mot misfortune with it smile
Ami jested bravely :tt the world's despite.

Who bore a heavy burden all the while
As guerdon rare, rich talents to requite;

\\ ho faced with valiant and unflinching eye.
With cheek unblunched and with unfaltering

l>reath.
That Itoaper grim, who passes life's tares by
And binds the wheat Into the sheaf of death.

There was no terror hid in mortals' end
To blot with fear or gloom your spirit's

lllght.
You loved the day. but yet you did not bend
or cringe, when neared the dark, encircling

night.
Cou give you rest, too sweet for earthly ken.
Ami jdaco among His gallant gentlemen!

KDWIN KYALS.

SEEN ON THE SIDE
«tiil<e An Knit.

Say what you will of Constitntine.
Who rules the Greeks to-day/

At being neutral you've not seen
< »no who can match his play

In his eye there is nothing green.
Who lose to hitu must pay.

The gum dealer on a Main street corner is
a philanthropist. Hear his slogan. "Here's your
sw t et chewing-gum. 3 cents for a grab of six
slab> boy with a sore linger two grabs."

The I'rnnlmlnt Snjai
til the :'olks who are cotnniltted to doing
I'liristmas shopping early would also «lo

t'. it; Christmas talking eurly.and be done with
., the average quality «»i" holiday conversation
would be much improved

...Nobody Home." In 'I'tto Ai'ti.
\ t '. -Opportunity knocks. "Who's that'.''

«i the wife of her husband.
Nobody. Maybe ;< beggar. l.ct him knock.

Not'odj home." replied the laggard husband.
T« i nly years have elapsed.
_\v t "What's that noise'."' asked the old man

of his old wife, v

The noise is repeated. ' There it is again. C»o
to the window and see what it is.' said the old
husband.
Wife goes to window and peers tfirough the

tattered curtains. Comes'back. "It is the wolf."
she says. "It won't go. as did the other visitor
v.. turned away

Your friend Grubb* is a standing candidate
for alderman, isn't lie"."'

"Yes. and that's the reason why he'll never
._ct there."

\ecorrtlng to SkaRn*.
Do you know Kingb&ng?" asked my friend.

I said 1 had a theatrical acquaintance with htm.
meaning that I always saw him at a playhouse.

.He's a rising young man." said my friend.
"Yes." 5 replied with that rising inflection

which i> an equivalent of 'show me.' "

"Yes," echoed my friend, "he never fails to
i ise when the orchestra plays 'The Star-Spangled |
i anner." "

It has been said by some blessed optimist.
"The blue of the sky is iarger than the cloud."

Prodlfcal .>un (1H1.1) and Kathrr (I.StiOi.
Yi-.e olil man was one who never relented, j

V.'l en his son ran away the father kept up his
. iae during- the boy's absence. The father went
f-om had to worse in every way. He became
.i beggar. He drifted with the tide. He made
.10 effort to revive a tender recollection. After
many years the boy came back. He had made
good and had money. He went to the old home !
and knocked.
"Who's that?" growled the old man from

1 etween the covers.
. Your son. I've eon-,e back. dad. and have

o"'l!'-s "f cash." said the returned.
'SJsove your money under thp door and conie

:o :nu in the morning." roared the old man.

something Juat an liond.
"Did fcldith get her M. A. st collect'.'"
"No: but she got her M. A. N\ there. She

married one of the college professors.".Boston
T r.tnscr ipt.

Japan has its Mikado. This country has its
Mt-Adoo. Then there is Henry Kord, the much
ado about nothing.

\ Minute IVIth the Cop.
"Did you ever hear of 'Casey at the Bat'?"
"The Casey I know is always on a bat Move jaloi < now, and look out for that car."

* n the (iuUr Sera It Von,
The Guide of Capitol Square was throwing

peanuts to the squirrels when Newcomer found jhim yesterday.
"How long have you been married?" inquired

Newcomer.
"There's something that 1 don't want to re- Jmember." was the reply. !
"What was your wife's maiden name?"
"Helen Winter. Hay. thet makes me think.

It « the same all the year round."

A C'hrlnt man R leasing.
"Christmas comes but once a year'.-'
Ah all of iib well know.

And clerks in Christmas shops appear
Much pleased that this is so.

Chats With Virginia Editors
The Norfolk Ledger-Dispatch sighs as follows:
i.is Is the last Christmas that Tom and Jerry

ill appear at the Virginia hotels."

Paradoxical, but true, is the following obser¬
vation of the Sandy Valley News: "A farm ten

from town on a hard road Is nearer than
I¦ q, live miles from town on a soft road."

The ftoanoke Times, probably speaking from
own absolute knowledge, says: "A man wilh

».:< children at iiotne is never perturbed on the
witness stand when subjected to a gruelling
.rosH-exa mination."

Andrew Carnegie gave out a message on
Thanksgiving Day to the effect that the world
,m ^e111n^ better. But he. didn't tell us since
ivI.hi,' auks the Staunton Newsr Since yestor-
(¦, The world is getting better every day.

The Bristol Herald-Courier, having taken a
"tiM.H of this season's accidents in the ileld,
tolernnly declares: "No person should be per¬
mitted to go into the llebis with a shotgun until
i e learns the difference between a man and a
rabbit."

"What a tremendous disappointment it would
to many newspapers In America,'- says the

Itoanoke World-News, "to learti that llenry
Ford'* mission had achieved results." it has
already done so; for instance, it has run a New
York man crazy.

"We i,avi! salt) so many things about Rich¬
mond." lernarks the Chase City Progress, "and
tn>- other papers have said so many things about
Ui'hmond that one might he led to believe that
ftlehmond is really a bad town,-but it ain't.

I'.lchmond Is tho best town we know of.by that
rr.me." Richmond, like some other towns wewot of, likes free advertising:. Keep it ui>.

' We venture the assertion," says the Lynch-j hui'R News, "that, per cnpltu, more mater Is used
, in Lynchburg than In any other city-," and till*
causes the Newport News Press to draw anunfavorable impression as follows: "Now who

| says thut Lynchburg is not the wettest city inthe State?"

News ofr Fifty Years Ago(l-'roin Newspaper Files. December S, 1S65.)
The Richmond Dispatch, which was burnedout by tho evacuation lire, will make its re¬

appearance to-morrow uiorniug. The new firm,under whose management the paper, will bepublished is styled Coward in & Ellyson, com¬posed of James A. Ccwardin him) Henry K. El-iyson. They have delayed bringing the paperout until their expensive new outfit of type,presses. etc., was well in place ami in smoothworking order. The equipment is said to hethe latest thing in the newspaper printing line,and everything indeed hraiMi-iiew.
As hail been already predicted, the dittluultywhich recently occurred in the congregationof the First African Baptist Church, of this

city, in consequence of the great fondness ofthe "female sisters" for their recently importedKoston preacher. Rev. Clement Howler, litis re¬
sulted in a big split in the church. Yesterday
it deed was signed, showing the sale to the se-
ceders or> the Duval Street PresbyterianChurch, in whioli they will hereafter hold reg¬ular service.
The New York Herald says the opening pro¬ceedings of tin* two houses of Congress fore¬

shadow the practical reduction of the excluded
Southern States to the status of territories con¬
quered from a foreign enemy and still in a
state of revolt.
The highest price yet reported for pork this

hog-kilting time is from Danville, where It
sold day before yesterday at IS cents per
pound.
The post-office at Boy kins, in SouthamptonCounty, has been reopened, with Mifs Sarah A.

Beaton as postmistress.
lion. A. H. 11. Stuart, who was elected to

Congress from the Staunton district, xdid not
remain in Washington very many hours he-
fore lie found out, so he thinks, that he stands
no more chance of getting the seat to which
he was elected than does a Hottentot that
might have applied for admission to Congress.He has returned to his home. In Staunton, in
a state of disgust, and is reported to have said
that he hardly expects to live long enough to
see another Virginian holding a seat in the
United States Congress.

Rev. George W. Pannill. of Henry County,
committed suicide a few days ac<> by shoot-
ing himself In the mouth. He had brooded over I
troubles brought on by the war. etc.. until his
mind became unbalanced.
The Town Council of Fredericksburg proposes

to tax the Richmond, Fredericksburg anil Po- j
tomac Railroad so much a head for all the pas- 1

sengers it carries through the town.
A soldier of the Twentieth Maine Regiment

who was mustered out of the service soon after
the close of the war settled in North Carolina,
He passed through Norfolk day before yester-
day on his way to Washington to intercede for jJefferson Davis. Ten years or more ago
Mr. Davis was traveling in New (Onela ml and I
stopped at the house of the father of tins sol-
dier. and was most cordially treated. While
the young soldier was in the Union army, about
IS62, he was captured near Richmond and was jlater condemned to death as a spy. He asked
the privilege of communicating with Mr. Da-
vis. then the President of tho Confederacy, and
as such commander-in-chief of its armies. Ho
was allowed to write to Mr. Davis and send
the message by a special messenger. What In
wrote may he easily guessed. In an. hour Mr
Davis Itad an order issued for his release fioni
the death cell. In a short while thereafter
the Maine soldier was exchanged. No wonder
he is now in Washington interceding for Mi.
Davis.

The Voice of the People
DniiKliter Kiprfnnm Oratlmde.

To the Editor of The Times-Dispatch:
Sir..As one of the audience at the MijO'tmrtlnee Thursday, December 2. i wish to thank

"Jake" Wells for the great pleasure I received
from the Confederate play. "Tho Coward".the
coward that turns out to be a hero.
.As I watched tho .young soldiers in gray

nwrching through tiie streets with banners fly¬
ing on their way to the front, the girls wavingtheir handkerchiefs in farewell, I vividly re¬
called a day when I had seen a dear brother
march through the streets of Richmond on his
way to battle. With many others. I stood onthe" sidewalk and waved a good-by with a full
heart, and yet with emotions of joy and pride.

r always enjoy hearing the dear old Confed¬
erate airs. "Dixie" and "The Bonny Blue Flag."
We should have had "My Maryland." so popular
in the sixties as one of our most glorious songs.
It in not so often heard now as it should he
outside of Maryland,
The veterans, and all of us. I am sure, appreci- I

ated the generosity of our entertainer, and these
are a few words of gratitude.

DAUGHTER OF /HECONFEDERACYRichmond. December t. 101r..

Current Editorial Comment
^ .. It is a high and deserved coni-Uoniplimem p||nient the Senate caucus has

Paid paid Senator Oscar W. Under-
Underwood wood, of Alabama, ill breaking

precedent and making a place,
'.'or him on tho Finance Committee, which is
the Senate equivalent of the House Ways and
Means Committee. There was no vacancy in
the committee, ami the, caucus solved the prob¬
lem by creating an additional membership. Mr.
Underwood's fine record in handling tariff mat¬
ters made it desirable to have lilni on the Sen¬
ate Finance Committee. The caucus paid Mr.
Underwood a handsome tribute and at the same,
time strengthened the Finance Committee. Tt
was a good action, and will be applauded gen¬
erally..Mobile Register.

The bitter cry against the cen-

Ccnsorsliip sorship heard from the front Is
j that neither regiments nor Indi-

viduals are permitted to gain anyDemocracy recognition or publicity for un¬
usual exploits. This la one of

the handicaps democracy meets In trying to
cci.duct war on the most modern lines of secrecy.
In tho Russian-Japanese War the strictest cen¬

sorship was exercised by the Japanese. War
correspondents were refused admission to the
battle front. Only such news as the Japanese
saw fit to give out. could be wired to the English
press. The Japanese rules were strict. The
censorship was the sovorcst known in any recent
war. The good old days when the war cor¬

respondent could send out what he watited to
is a thing of the pa9t..Memphis Commercial-
Appeal.

The high cost of living Is hav-
Cost of liiviitir i,,pr a ser5ous effect upon the

American consuls abroad. We see
that there is a strong tendencyOur Consuls upon the j.art of these repr<
sentatlves of Uncle Sam to ask

for an increase In pay. it costs more to live in
warlike Europe than it did when the countries
oyer there were at peace. The State Department
has been asked by several of these repre¬
sentatives to make tl/e pay envelope a bit
heavier. The tlrst complaints were received
from the consuls in Germany and Anstri'a.
Thereafter, consuls in France, England. Russia
and the Balkan states appealed for Increases.
As a result the State Department will ask Con¬
gress for a special fund for Increasing the
salaries of the consuls during the war. The
consuls-general at Paris and London receive
512,000. Twelve consuls-general at the prin¬
cipal cities of Europe, Asia and America rcreive
?S,000 a year. The third class, consisting of
four consuls-general, receive $6,000. Most con¬
suls receive $2,000. $2,500, $3,000 and $3,r>00. The
sums named do not go very far in providing
consuls with many of the luxuries of life, even
v/lien there Is no war to boost prices, and when
the cannons sound and the price of food and
other things advance, it Is almost Impossible
to make both ends meet..Savannah Press.

N Waiting
1

llariy Osborn. (Hrlnmiist fur The Tiines-IHspaleh. at his father'shome in Darlington, Wis., on .Monday . The cartoon reproduced above, ksh characteristic example of his work, appeared in The Times-I>it>pateh onMay 15. .lust follow Inu the dispatch to <ieriiian> of the first American note,hused oil the l.nsitania atrocity. The drawing has new significance to-day.

WANTS EQUALIZATION IN TAXATION
To the Kditor of The Timea-Dispatch:
Sir..The Sta.te i.< gislaturc has

created a Stale Hoard of Taxation, sup-
plemenied Ijv , local boards the pre¬
sumed primary object of these hoards
being to "equalize" taxation. If this
Is not the objfcct there tio e\< use f"i
their exist*nee. Mince all other work
the> perform has previously been very
well done b> circuit clerics. courts and
ifratui Juries.

In the year they ita\e beet; ;tl h hi m
these hoard;- have proba'dv found
enough of new taxes on personal prop¬
erty and in incomes to pay their own
expeii.se*. but it U frankly admitted
that they have accomplished nothing
at .ill toward "equalization This is
no fault of the boards Under the law
they must do the work of comparing
the commissioners' books, and in a
large county this takes two weeks or
more. As they are prohibited from be¬
ing in session more than thirty day-
in one >ear, this leaves, say fifteen
days, fur all other work required. In¬
cluding equalizing and the result is
nothing accom pi is lied.

In other words, the hegislal ui <. ha
created an office which the public
thought was to do eel lam work, atid
fur liar the jo!>, which has taxed th'-
biggest brains of Virginia since v'olo-
liial times, would not be l>ig enough In
keep them busy, has tacked on fo many
details tiiat the hoards have no time
to do any "equalizing." After an as-1
sensor has assessed the real estate of
a district one-third or one-half its
value, which has been the custom in
Virginia from time immemorial, it will
take a board much more than fifteen
days to "adjust" such assessments on
an equality basis. Since the same
custom of low assessments is followed
iti all counties it would appear that
no one in hurt, so why not let it go
as usual'.'

This, however i.- just what is wrong
with our whole system of faxes. It
leaves . ntirel> too much to the judg¬
ment and imagination of tlie assessor,
and there are thousands of instances ill
the State where his Judgment lets one
owner off too easy, ami come* down
on another *4-00 hard in proportion, in
every county in the State pieces of
property may be found assessed at
from 75 to 100 per cent of what th.\v
could i>e sold for. and other pieces of
property assessed at from 20 to"

per cent of what their owners would
take as a purchase price, and in many
instances what they have refused when
offered. The writer has knowledge of
such cases in different parts of the
State. <»ne In particular is called to

mind, which is assessed at less than
ISO.OoO. and has a mortgage on it for
over $.'100,000, showing that somebody
thought it was worth considerably
more than the assessed value. This is

one of the cases of "judgment" custom
has permitted the assessor. All prop¬
erty should he assessed at full, actual
value, and levies lowered in propor¬
tion.
One suggestion which would assist

toward equalization is thit the 1
cents State tax on real estate be tak¬
en off. and the needed amount, raised

"ii personal property instead. There/!- ;i great difference, it is true, iti the
assessed values of personal propertytn iii rferen t count le«<, horses, for in¬
stance. beniK assessed in some i'muii-
lie s .«t from Jtio to $.10, am] Sn othersfrom SI"- to S'j.'i, but a horse is a horse,
and 111r»ris some hope of i general
equalization of personal property l>y a
State in.I nut by a local board. Heal
estate how . \ . I". IH a !liatt«T of local
t'oiii't-rn ami opinion only. A mat:
fi<>m liii.')i|iioml should know the value
of .i horse lis I'.e<ifor<i Count), >>nt he
« «>:11*1 not know the value of a piec«
. >f real estate in Bedford without tic-
Violin-* on local opinion.

If this State tax of 1° ents i».
thciefore. taken off real estate, it will
make it a local matter entirely, ami
the li>> nl government may tax it high,low. <»: J'i-t as it ple.isi s. .vlthotit af-
f. tinir taxation in other counties, but
no assessor will assess Ills own neigh¬
bors t«> pay a State tax <>n 'l.Oon worth
of property when he fee-Is that men in
. .tiler counties muy he asses* I to pay
on oily .« V.ftn assessment on prop¬
erty of e<|ii.tl value as tlie f 1,000 lot.

After tills State tax of 1V eents If
taken oft real estate, one svi'e anil cer¬
tain wa> of "equalizing" t- .. real es-
t ite tax in any county is -o publish.
. ¦Itii.-r i.y newspaper or pamphlet, the
amount of assessment of ¦¦acii piece of
property hi the county. l-Ja- h niftn re-
i eivtim tin* lie lie tits of a government
is s ipposed to pa> a certain share of
the > xpenses <>f the government, and
the amount of property he owns is
taken u gauge of the amount of
benefit received: the more property the
more protect ion of law* he in nls, and
the K'catei the share lie is expected t<>
pay.

Ve v t. a persons in V irginia know
what their neighbors pAy toward th*
support of the (!oV'ni[iifnl, The rec¬
ords are public. ;t is tiijc. and they
can know if they wish, but not one in
lo.oi'io ever has or ever will take the
trouble to no to the clerk'* office t'*
tind out such matters. Publication of
real evta;.- assessments where nil could
see without trouble would bring forth
a volunteer board of equalization,
whose work would be thorough and
complete. There would be equaliza¬
tion of assessments or the c'tizena of
t ie community would know the reason
why. The cost of such publication
would probably not b<» 10 per cent of
the increase in volume of taxes it
would brum forth.

I have made these two suss^stlons,
not particularly because I think they
would he a panacea for all the ills of
taxation, but tliev would help toward
equalization, ami may start :*. line of
thought that will brine tangible re¬
sult'-.
That something is needed is forcibly

demonstrated by the fact that if In¬
vestigation is made of the thousand?
of transfers of real estate in Virginia
during the past year, it will he found
that the total amount of assessment
of all tlo* property' transferred will
not equal per cent of the total
amount of the purchase money paid.

T. W. RICH A KDSON'.
i Bedford, Va., December 4. IJOii.

IGREAT HIGHWAY TO PROTECT NATION
To the Ktlilor of 'I'll*4 Tiincs-Dispateh:

Sir.. 1 offer ji little suggestion on

preparedness. And my plan is this:
For the sake of place of beginning,
will say start at the northeast corner
of Maine Willi a roo'! national high¬
way, isay, for con vcnleiiee, I no feet
wide, to be built of I'm most durable
material obtainable at reasonable
prices. Tliia road should follow the
coast line all the way around the
United States, except tin northern line.
To be liiiilt near enough the coast

so that an army of any desired rnagni-
tmle could lie brought to any point of
danger In a very short time, but the
road located so that am invading army
could not reach it with modern kiiiis
to damage the road ct Injure those
traveling on it.
Hy this arrangement automobiles

could, in a few hour*, gather an im¬
mense army. This concent ration
of troops could ije made at any
point on our coast line, or boundary
line, where they would be needed, and
would not be like a vcmu'I which coubl
be sunk by submarine, delayed by
storm or on the other side of the globe
in time of need. The objection to this
plan, that It will be impractical to
cross our large river a'".d inland water¬

ways with such a roa*; would be as

Illustrated at Richmond the road could
parallel the river 011 each side until
getting above deep »v.iter, and then
cross at a point out of reach of boin-
ha rdment.
The advantages in this plan over an

excessive navy are many. Among the
rest, a much less outh-y of money to
start with. These $12,100,000 and $15,-
000.000-shlp expenditures would buihl a

great deal of road.tint could not lie
sunk, or burned nr carried to a prize
court. By having an adequate system
of roads leading to t-ie various cities
of our country an enormous ouantity
of men and material could lie leathered
at a great gain of timr and a small
outlay of cost. Under this system there
Is no power on earth that could land
an arn\j* of any size on American soil

but could he met h'v nrtefiuate forces
to stop them. Resides this road could
In"- constructed and maintained very
largely hy convict labor, which would
eliminate the convict lahor from com¬

petition with honest 'abor.
This does not contemplate dolnpr

away with any of our present navy
or of ceasing Hie building of vessels
;is needed, hut is suggested in place
of excessive expenditure:.- in money for
an enormous navy.

I heartily favor the teaching of
"military" in the higher schools, but
<ln not favor setting aside. a term of
service in a hoy's life to Held drills, as
the old countries enforce.

r»AVII» HINDU-:.
Amelia Courthouse, Vn. December t.

4
\ I'rnycr for the I'coplcft.

fiod of us who kill our kind!
Master of this blood-tracked mind
Which from wolf and Calihan
Stackers toward the star of man.
.Vow, on Thy cathedral stair,
t!od, wn»cr.v to Thee in prayer!
Where our stilled aucuish bleeds
St rant: linn through Thine organ reeds.
Where our voiceless sopi;? suspire
From the corpses in Thy choir.
ThrotiRh Thy charred and shattered

no v<-.
«*,o(l. we cry on Thee to save!

Save hi our tribal pods!
From ih< lin ljil powers, whoso rods.
Wreatbeit with stinging serpents, stir
' »<l I n ami oh .1 npltcr
From thi-lr ancient I ells of bate
To 111vsi. io Tbv diiwiiiug state.

I.o.d, our <!oii' to whom, from clay,11 IooiI^k ml hi I re. Thy peoples pray.N'm ironi .Thy cathedral's stair
Thou hoarest -Thou criest through our

prayer,
For our prarer is but the gate:
We, who pray, ourselves are fate.
.l'ercy Macknye, in "The PresentHow,"


